
Expanding Opportunities for High School Students
Transforming Salina and the World, the District’s new 
vision, is no small undertaking. The base on which 
that promise is built, includes, but extends beyond 
academics. It means every student successfully 
develops the multitude of skills required to navigate 
and excel in our world. 

Because learning takes place all over, the broad range 
of opportunities at USD 305 is a big advantage for 
students. Having many choices better supports every 
student finding something that matches up with their 
talents and interests.

Co- and Extra-Curricular Activities 

Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 
complement regular curriculum. Co-curricular activities 
require engagement both in and out of the classroom; 
extra-curricular activities take place completely outside of the regular classroom. Both kinds of activities are 
a critical way for students to feel a sense of belonging in our schools and to learn teamwork, practice civic 
engagement, perform for real-world audiences, and participate in competitions.  Examples include band and 
vocal clubs as well as Comic Book Club, Scholars Bowl, Robotics and Gay Straight Alliance. Between Central 
(CHS) and South (SHS) high schools, at least 36 different clubs are available. The large choice makes it more 
likely students will connect with an activity. Once involved with a co-curricular, the number of conferences and 
competitions possible – because of USD 305’s size – can be surprising. During the 2019-2020 school year, 334 
CHS and SHS students qualified in an activity to participate at a state or national level.

Megan Hagaman, forensics and debate coach at SHS, explained that in addition to five fall events, springtime 
offers four more debates that include acting, interpretation and other novel competitions. “People would be 
surprised how far-reaching and varied the events are.” 

At CHS students can join Chess Club, Environmental Club, Central Gaming Community and more. Involvement 
builds students’ communication, confidence, conflict-resolution skills and develops a wealth of knowledge.

Athletics at USD 305 are expansive. With a natatorium at SHS students enjoy swimming and diving. Students 
also have opportunities to participate in cross-country, track, tennis, volleyball, golf, bowling, basketball, 
football and more. These activities offer the chance to experience teamwork, develop personal confidence 
and physical health to last a lifetime.

Curricular Options
USD 305 offers 220+ dual credits for electives and some core classes through Salina Area Technical College 
(SATC), Hutchinson Community College and KSU-Polytechnic. A multitude of industry-recognized credentials 
can be earned while still in high school through partnerships with SATC and KSU-Polytechnic. New in 2021, the 
PolyCATS Academy (through KSU-Polytechnic) makes an Associate Degree possible before students graduate 
from high school. Advanced Placement classes, Career Pathways and Career Technical Education classes are 
offered at both high schools.

The vast array of opportunities at Salina Public Schools provides potential involvement beyond the classroom 
for every student. Those opportunities translate into personal growth and development that support student 
success beyond graduation. Another reason #Why305!

SHS Debate and Forensics Students (2019) gather at the Fall  
Mustang Debate Tournament.
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Virtual School Coming Soon!

Transforming Salina and the World
usd305.com

A new, virtual K-12 program will be available at 
USD 305 for school year 2021-2022. Knowing that 
all students learn differently, the district will offer 
two learning options for USD 305 students, on-site 
learning and virtual learning.

Students will have opportunities for live 
interactions with teachers, counseling support and 
regular communications. Parents and guardians’ 
roles will involve support and guidance for their 
students.

The program is being created to address the 
interest in online learning which surfaced during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Some students found 
success in a flexible, virtual classroom and wish 
to continue this style of learning. Some families 
prefer virtual learning in light of the global 
pandemic.

The district is working on detailed plans and 
naming staff, including the principal. Indicate your 
interest in virtual learning at this link:  
www.bit.ly/305VP. More detailed information will 
be available soon at www.usd.305.com.

This program will address the 
interest in online learning which 
surfaced during the pandemic.

Unified School District #305 does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, 
age, or disability in admission or access to, or treatment or employment in, its programs and 
activities and provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. Any 
person having inquiries concerning Unified School District #305 compliance with the regulations 
implementing Title VI, ADA, Title IX, or Section 504 is directed to contact the Unified School District 
#305 Executive Director of Human Resources, P.O. Box 797, Salina, Kansas 67402, 785-309-4726.


